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a Western Church" (Hintery, vole 2, ppe 341, 342),

Actually, the Jewish commur Babylon and the VWest
Sinally accepted the Usha Sanhe not without great
cOhteﬂleMQ The greatest point ided the two Sanhedrins
was over the calendar. Thoe Bab rgucd that the old
Pales tlnmaw cycle arrangement o i be comiinued., Iowover
:hose of Usha finally convinced onians that such was
impossible. The Babylonians were inm the end convicied of the
neced to change the cycle. This, of course, was donc. The
acceptance of the calendar change by thoe ﬁabyl@mi&ng and Western
Jews did, im fact, keep the Jewish communities togcher. The
change was clearly im 142 A.D. as we have always malntained {at
least, the evidence is strongly im Ffavour of that atel.

i think thoet when the truth is kpown, Polycarp and many
of the othe:r true saints of God saw the necessity of letting
the Jdews lead in this calendar decision. iowever, there were
many other professing Christians who, like at first the Babylonian
Jows, rcfuscd to abendon the old cycle, which existed whon
Chyist was here. lLiowever, the majority of sowcaliced Christiang
docided 2o follow the example of Rome. They 'ithrow up itheir hands”
“- bewiiderment at the Jows and dscided that since the Jews gcemed
to be so arbitrary with their calendar arrangement, they would
detormine Passover for themseclves in the way thatl sccwmed best to
theme Those latter people, among them the Romans, determined
not to "Judaize® with the “Christercjectiang’ Jews. In conscguence
of their action, they cut themselves ofif Ifrom God by refusing
to adhere to a change that was clearly propor.

Even though I feel the evidence is siroagly in faveur of . .-
the actual change coming in 142 $a3g$ there may have b@@mﬁ%easoms,
as carly as 66 A.D., for changing the cycle arrvangemenl. In
fact, the change may have baen ﬁOCQ““”"y in that very year., But
wo are aware that 656 A.D. bogam the war with Homee Tho Jews
had other things om thoeir minds in t88. years that followed.
Perhapo, bECaug@ of the confused and unstable conditions in
Judea, the Jowiih authorities wers provented Izom making the
change in 66 A.D. or in any of the few years that followed.

But when 142 A.D. camsc elougz, they felt they could no longer

delay the changee This way be the answer, for Gractz shows that
the calendar had been in some confusion before Simon III (im .
152 A.D.) Lboushi about the change. Ny opinion i that &oaA”WA&WK
“deliberately caused the Jews by circumstances to Gelay vhe

-

chhange in order to test tme_uﬁahzi$ty oi %he'henulle Chur hese
We know what nappencdd! lMost of the Gentilc is
tJewish" change in the calendar.

In closing. this section, it might be profitabic to mwention
the account of Polycarn®s martyrdom. I do not want o pu ut
much stock in this recordg but it does give 2Znd century roeckoninga
o calendar cvents, and we might glean important information
yegarding C“M:rglo vy f fou Wi €

wrwro %

Martyrdom (XXI), state
Sabbath'-=the same exr
Unlcavened Dread in ”shr lvaﬁéw

L3

8
this particular reference about the time of Polycar
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